agr | MFET i gt L]

M L T T i AT LN e
5 b M g _44"“‘ m'..L_r 3:—-*"{1'

., Egd frpt 2 ‘ et
..... YORKSHIRE &a

based on a true sto
. 1'::-"-'-'*.- L e e ,_‘_L'j'-' A
: e T .L'.-'_, ; H_ e .' y "f, -ﬁ lwf‘*

.......

L Back in the 1760's -
\\“\ ; An iron worker moved to Cragg Vale,
Travelled from Midlands where ee served 'is
i \“ Mow harken to this for a tale...
- David Hartley 'is name, an’ o Bell House ee ¢
-~ Ar' soon ee did set up a racket,
Mot farming or weaving but clipping gold sover
An' eventually mekin' a packet.
A well contrived plan, from a rogue of a me
'Ts clippings were all melted down,
Then inte a mould went recyeled gold
An' all for to fiddle the crown,
While men clipped away, a look out would st
¥ For to warn of some strangers approach.
g E”"““ F TIr'pe risk was tao great while defrauding the s
e y Ma stranger was allowed to encroach,

< ig plan was quite grand, it began to expan
Twas many took part in'is fiddle,

Towns folk an’ weavers, suppliers an' receive
i ) An' Bell House theer in middle,

""" =4 They called him 'King David’ they'd find him a
" Gl Then ask him “eer can yer sort (12"
So clip it ee would, then mek’ it look good
Agh good as the day they first brought it

50 thee fetch to me all thi sovercigns
An' Tl tek sum of f wit sheer,
Tha sez nowt te rubdy of wat's gooin’ on
Wi not "avin law men rarnd eer,

_-' How come es went ages witcut getting’ caugl
Well ane reason’s like this yer see,
T That Halifax town had 6000 folk,
P AT S But a police force of just two or 1hme.
ol o, Clipped coins cropped up from all over coun
7 P ; Some law men they kicked up a stink
- G 5 T‘hnugh long they debated this fiddle they h
They didr’t have a clue what to think.
"""" - 5o a message was published in city of Leeds in Ju
Requesting the public's assistance to halt
Those villians® iniguitous erime
A practice so very Injurious to trade - the newspaper
- Could reduce the gold coin of the nation by a stagge
" Complaints went out to t' Secretary of Sta
e In hope that gang could be thwarted,
T Ad' dlso went out to 1’ solicitor of mint,
== But still there wer nothin’ got sorted.
.......... So fiddle went on for quite a few years,
Efrn . Butunchecked well it naturally would,
; Clipping an’ filling and melting it down,
Mekin' money as fust as Thl cnuld'
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